The Ouachita River flows through the center of the Ouachita
Hiver basin, rnr.,hrin;t thie state from Arkansas. The nver flows
south t]:lrln:lf_{h Oanchita and Caldwell ]hll‘i!'il:ll."!'i before iq:-i.rl.in;_!' the
Tensas River 1o form the Black River, which flows inte the Red
Hiver. The word “Uuachita®™ comes from the Inchian woord
“Washita™ which means ‘river of good hunting grownds® and *spar-
kling silver water', Indians lived amnd hunted along the Ouachita
River until the early 1700% when the French settled along its banks.
The Spanish had explored the arca, bur the French were the first
FEumpeans to actually live along the nover, naming many of the
bayous, such as: Bayou Bartholomew, Bavou Lafourche, Bayou
Lhesaird, and ]1:.:.1:||;|. LV Arbonne. Hi:-:ruri.,':tll}1 the Oachita River
floaded r-r|.|1'i|11.'l:|', |:lr|:|\.'i|.|i|1;_!| battomland hardwood forests and
croplands with fresh sediment and nutrienis thay comprise the rich
alluvial soils that exist today in the Uuachita River Basin, Levees
were built w constrain the river, allowing for more agriculiural
production and settlement in the Mosdplains. Today, the Ouachica
River provides recreational opportunities and a source of fresh
water for the people of Louwisiana,

Success through Parimerships

There has been a long history of parmmerships within the Ouachita River
Basin, working to restore battomland hardwood forests, providing cost-
share and technical assistance to farmers and landowners for agricultural
BMPs, taking highly erodible landa out of production and converting
them to pastures or forests, Cities are :i|:|:||:-|.-|.'|111.':|11'i11f_!h BMPs through their
sLorm water permit programs, foresters and loggers are utilizing BMPs as
they harvest trees and replant the arcas for new forests. Therefore the
work of restoring water quality has already begun but more needs w be
done o fully restore the water quality o the rvers, bayous and lakes
withun the Choachita Bwver Basin, Some of the partners that have been

working together include:

* Louisiana Department of Environmental Cuality (LIDEQ)

* Lowigiana Department of Agriculiure and Foresury (LDAF)

= 1.5, |'}|.-|1-:|.rln.u.=n1 of .-"|..-=_5ri1.'||l|:l|:|n.= Matural Resource
Conservation Service (MRCS)

* Local Soil and Water Conservaiion Listricts

= Mortheast Dl Resource Conservation sansd
Drevelopment Disorict

& Mortheast Lowisiana L-I:Ii'.l.'!':i'H'!. at Maoanroe

= Lowisiana Tech University

* The Louisiana Mature Conservancy

= [I.5. Fish and Wildlife Service

* The City of West Monroe
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eraling agencies of
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Waier Qualify Concerns

The eastern part of the Ouachita Biver Basin has rvers that flow through
the agricultural lands of the Mississippi Delta, These rivers and bayous
irans port sediments and nutrients from the vanows types of crops such as
cofton, wheat, sorghum, corn and soybeans. Consequently, many of these
bavous are not meeting the fish and wildlife propagation use because of
turbndity, motnents and falure to meet the dissobved oxygen water quality
standard, The western part of the Ouachita River Basin consists of forests,
pastures and pouliry operations. |he rivers that flow through this part of
the hasin transport sedimenis, nutrients and bacteria, resulting in water
bodies impaired for contact recreation and fsh and wAaldlife propagation,
Cities and smaller urban communities, individual home sevage systems
and hghway construchon also contmbute pollutants to the water bodyes
that flow I:'I1'rr:||.||_=|'h the Chopachita River Basin,

Resioring the Waier Qualify

Progress has been made in restoring water quality in the OQuachita River
Hﬂ.ﬁiﬂ, but more work sull needs o be done, hl:l.l:l.:,.' P rams have been
mpemented tomerease the level of best management practces (BMPs)
agricultural and forestry areas. Poultry operations have implemented nutri-
ent management plans and cities have implemented storm water regula-
HOns.

Ouachifa River Basin

As more I.'I:I:I.]1]:I!JH:i!-G 15 ]||.'|.|.'|.'|.|. on watershed restoration, the Ivpes of BMPS
that will need to be implem ented mohede:

’ sodiment and crosiom comtrol practices such as
conservation tillage, grassed waterways, herbicide and pesticide manage-
mient, rotational grazing and fencing for pastures and stream bank protec-

!'il:I:I:I I:ll. T:i]l.'l.r'i:l.l:l. AR,

. mamtenance of existing home sewage systems and
repair or replacement of failing systems;

. — amart growth, green infragtroctune such as
Fun !;::I:I'I.ll:':l:l!i, eragged swales, OIS MIvements, |1r|:|-l|${“li|}r| of urban

forests and natural and consoucted wetlands;

' — gediment and erosion
conirol practices, protection of bridge crossings and streamside manage-

meTl 2Ommes )
. selective harvesting, forest road BMPs, pestcide and

fertilizer management, protection of streamside management zones;

. — protection of riparian areas, wetlands and

Sirehm h!] Il l":!i and matural ¢ I‘I SRERIRE I s HTl,

Profecfing and Restoring
Nafive Habifafs

The Ouachita River Basin has many special habitats that provide a
home for native plants and animals that live along rivers or in the forests
of prairies that comprise the basin, Some of these special habitats
include hardwood flatwoods, calcareouns prairies and foresis,
bottomland hardwood forests, cypress swamps,

scrub/shrub swamps, small stream Forests and the

mixed loblolly forest. These habitats are home to

native species such as the bald eagle, Louisiana

black bear, paddlefish, and red-cockaded wood-

pecker, Lovisiana pine snake, pink mucket

pearly mussel, Lovisiana pearlshell mussel,

southern lady slipper, earth froit, and southern

shield wood fern, Cooper's hawk, and the

osprey. Some of the siressors to these habitas and

species include timber harvests, chemical contamination

with herbicides and pesticides, reduced vse of regular

prescribed burning, construction of roads, pipelines

and utilities, regidential, commercial and industrial

development, off-road vehicles and gravel mining

{ Louisiana Natural Iertage Program).
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